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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2015
 (Act 7 of 2015)

I assent

J. A. Michel
President

10th August, 2015

ANACT to provide for the establishment of a District Council
in each district in order to enable the citizens to participate in
the governance and development of the district, its functions,
qualifications of persons who may-be elected as Councillors,
the manner of elections thereof, functions of the Chairperson,
other Councillors and District Adnumstmtor and for matters
connected therewithor mc:dentalthereto =

ENACTED by the Prmdent and theNauonal Assembly

PART l PRELIMINARY

1. This Act may be cited as the Local Govermnent Act,
2015 and shall come into operation on such date as the Minister
may, by notice in the Gazette, appoint. : =

Short title and
commencement
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Interpretation

A e 0.()

_ Supplement to Official Gazette
2.

Inth;sAct,unlesstheconzextolherwuerequuu— )

(a)

(b)

(©
B ()]

(e)

®

.®

‘ l'-,l',: ,.I. (h)

"Chailpemn means the Chairperson of a
" District Council; :

“Councillor” means a person elected to serve.
on a District Council and includes, unless

othermscspeclﬁed.tthhanpuson,
“Court"means tthupxemc Court; -

“district” means a dlsmct refcned to in

" section3;

‘“District Council” means a District Council
established under section 4;

“election” means an election or re-election of
Councillors;

“election day” means an election day referred
to in paragraph 3(2) of the First Schedule, or
in the case of the first election, the day of the
. election fixed by the Prendmt under secuon o
6(4)’ Pt .

- *“first election” means the ﬂrst election held

immedia:etyaﬁerthcc_:mmmcementofthis

o Acty

0)

“Minstr” means the Misise responsie
for local governance; _ _ .
“nomination 'chy" ﬁieans 'ﬁomimtic.m day
referred to in paragraph 4(3) of the First
Schedule

prescnbed" ‘means" prescnbed by
regulatlonsmacbunthrﬂnsAct. .
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ottt PARTII DISTRICTCOUNCIL

13(1) " Seychelles is hemby dmded into districts for the
purposesofthisAct. = -~ .,

(2) The names and boundaries of the districts shall be
.the same as are the names and boundaries of the electoral areas
pmcn‘bedm accordance with artlcle 112 of the Constitution.

4.(1)  There shall be established in each district, a District
'Counc:lmthemannersetoutmthstcL )

(2) ADistnct Council shall consist qf =
(a)" 'aChai@é:;on;and ¢ gl
(b) ' fourMha'Cmm:cill;)_rs.' |
(3) Theterm of a District Council shall be 5 yénrs from

the date of the declaration of results of an election of the )

District Council under this Act.

(4) The District Council may from time to time discuss
any issue of public importance in the district with the Member
of the National Asscmbly repmentmg the district or any other

person.

S(I) Subjéct lto this Aét, ‘o.ther written laws and the
national policy of the Government on local gova'nance,
DlstnctCouncll shallbercspons:bleto-—- E :

(a) " oversee the management and administration
of the affairs of the District Council;

(b) develop the strategic plan i in hne wnh thc
‘ Govemmentpohcy, =

© (c) formulate the- dlst!'lt:t deveiopment plan*ln
° + ' collaboration' with'' concerned Mnnstnw,
dcpartmmtsandotheragencm, : <1

Division of

Constitution of
District Council

Functions of
District Council
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(d): :oversee the :implementation ‘of the district_

.- development plan and the management of

-1+ ' community infrastructure for-the common
goodoftheresidents; . '~ L

" (e)  ensure the dehvery of community services in
-~ - the district in collaboration with concerned
* Ministries, departments and other agencies; -
]
(f)  ensure comphance wn.h the norms “and
standards as may be prescribed by the
Minister in the conduct of its affairs;

(g) raise moneys, in consultation with the
_Minister, for implementation of various
schemﬁandprogmmmesmthedlsmct

(h) represent the aspirations of the people,

. engage -and mobilise the population to
participate and promote community spirit
and sense ‘of owncrshlp amongst the
'mhabmnts

@) collaborate " with other Dlsmct Counc:is
agencies and Departments of the
Government in the dlschargeoflts funcnons
and '

() perform such other functions'as are required
by orunder any other written law or as may be
 prescribed by regulations.

‘(2) A District Council may, if it considers
appropriate for the effective management of public
resources and convenience, arrange for the discharge of any
of its-functions by a committee, subcommittee, Councillor
or a person employed by the District Council and notify the
Ministeraccordingly. . ...
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(3) Where a District Council appoints any committee
. or subcommittee under subsection. (2), the District Couricil »
shall appoint a Councillor as the chairpersonof suich committee -
or subcommittee and such otl:lu'mcmbers asitdeems fit.

s et N

(4) A District Council mny ma.ke standmg ordzrs in'

connection with— it
.. (a) the discharge of any of its fpn.ctions‘.t_lggier R
subsection (2); o & B ey

(i:) the establishment. of. any. oommmee or
. - subcommittee; or

(c) ‘the proceedmgs’ ~of ‘any 'coﬂ'lmittec or
snbeommitteeimderpmagmph(b)

5 A District Council may in the provision of
entertainment or other similar services, or sports, recreational
or leisure facilities, charge such fee as, it decms reasonablc in
the circumstances, o .

PART III - COUNC]LLORS

6.(1) A Councillor shall be elected to the office in tbc Election of
District Council in accordance with this'Act.and shall hold Cowsillors
office foraperiod referred toin section 4(3). - i+ 21! % aiizpnn T

(2) The Councillors shall be elected to the office in an
election -held in accordance withthis;Act and the First
Schedule, PN L ML

(3) An election, other. than'the first election, shall be
held within 3 months before the Iast dayofthc penod of five
years referred to in subsection4(3). - ‘

Ji2ql .

(4) Onthe commencement of thlsAct, the first election,
and the subsequent elections subject to subsection (3), of the
District Council shall be held during the period asthe President  +*=+ "% 1.
may, by notice published in the Gazette, specify.
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.0 (S)H TheElectomlCommmnmfmedtomamdells
of the Constitution shall be responsible for the conduct and
supavmmofthcelecuonsunduthlsAct. & '

-1 = o
6) Tthnst Schodlﬂeshallhaveeﬂ‘ectwnhrespectto
d:emmmrclmngtoormmdentaltoan elecuonmda'thu

Qualification to L'7(1) "Apusmtsquahﬁedtobeelectednsa(:mmmnonf
be electedas a he orshe—
Councillor

m1ous'hin (n) ig'dcitimb_i‘Seychéﬂes;
. ».114(),;, bas atained theage of 18 years;
(t':)l;:éi'ﬁ"rcglstcred' gistered as a voter in the district

rising of an electoral area, in respect of .

comp:
it whlchheorshelssechngtobeelected,and
"'(d) " hasresided in the district, in respect of which
he or she is secking to be elected, for a
continuous period of not less than 3 months

endmgonthenommnuonday

Fame b2l T S Sadtli S60A aly
S Lled@) Apusonlsdxsquahﬁedmbeelectedasr
Co:mclllmfhemshc—v W

w -7 1(a).; has_ been.. adjﬁdged bankrupt or made a
jonitt wdi L compmmm:oramngunm:mthhxsorher
creditors;

v lide Li(D) s« isoﬁmsmmdmind;
s it hoiye, s
©' mscrvmgascmeme of:mpnsonmmt fcran
. oﬂ‘ence or
IUUJJI Sl uel, A0

st to (d) o ,holds any post refcm-,d to in the Second

Act250f 2013 yrichiioua'luil on Schednll: to the Pubhc Sennce Salary Act,‘

2013. .
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(3) For the pmposes of subsection.(1)(d), a person's
residence shall not be treated as having been interrupted if —

(a)

®)

the .person is absent temporarily from the
district for the purpose of undc:gomga course
of education or training or reccwmg medlcal
treatment; or

the personis absent temporarily in connection
with his or her cmployment or for the purpose

. of performing any civic or mxhtary duty oron

holiday,

and he or she intends to resume his or hei' residence in the
districtimmediately thereafter.

(4) ACouncillor shall ceaseto hold office if—

(a).

(®)

(©)

(d)

©

®

he or she after his or her clcci:on as
Councillor, incurs any disqualification set out
in subsection (2);

heorsheis d;squa.hfied.ﬁ'om 'holding officeas
a Councillor under this Act or any other
written law or by anorder of the Court;

he or she ceases to residc.in the ‘disulict in

respect of which he or she is a Councillor fora
period of 3 months ormore; -

he or she is elected or appointed to any post
referred to in the Second Schedule to the

Public Service Salary Act, 2013;
he or she fails thrdughout a cbﬁtinnous; ﬁeriod

of 2 months to attend a meeting of the District

.Councxl and the Minister certifies that he or
" she has so absented hnmself or herself' or

the Court declares his' or her’ electmn as a
Councillor to be void or. that he or she is

Act 25 of 2013
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, disqualified from acting as a Councillor and
- his orher office as Councillor is vacant. i
ipescasd  8(1) The Chai and other Councill -
w‘:n:pn-nm (‘) e Chairperson otl ‘ ouncillors shall
b (a) hold office in the District Council on part-

time basis; and

(b) dischargemchﬁmctionsa.smaybeassigned, :
from time to time by orunder this Act. :

(2) Subjecttothis Act, the Chairperson shall —

(a) be head of the District Council and represent
the Council on all matters; .

(b) have supervision and direction of the work
and staff of the District Council; ’

(¢) oversee the formulation and execution of
development and other plans, policies and
.strategwsofthcdxsmet, ¢ '

(d) - presemtothc District Council for approval of
plans, policies, strategies and budget of the
District Council, and report on
implementation of such plans, policies and
strategies at the end of the year; and

(e) perform such other functions as the Minister
may by regulations prescribe. '

(3) A Councillor shall be paid such allowances as the
Minister may, by regulations, prescribe.

(4). A person assuming the office of a Councillor shall,
before entering upon the office, take and subscribe such oath of
office, secrecy and allegiance andmsuchmaunerasmaybe
presmbedbyregulaums.
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2::9,(1) "+ A casual: vacancyshall occur-in the office of ai

Counctllor wherethe Councillor— =+ eimnle 0 G wni

R IR ¥ Cl T '. J:'l IJ':

(a) resigns, on the rece:pt of the notice olf
.+, resignationbytheMinister; ., . .. ;

1 “ i- ' the date he orshe is déclared by thé Mn;lster‘
SRR thatheorsheceasatoholdtheoﬁic% il

N R W S Pl o

i (c) - dies, onthedateofh:sorherdeath

(2) Whm ‘a casual vacancy, in the oﬁce of a
Cmmcxllor, occurs ‘within 3 years of an eIecnon the Mlmst:r

shall, as ‘soon as practicablé after the occurrence of the casual

vacancy, publish a notice to this effect in the Gazette and
request the Electoral Commission to recommend the name of a
person from the list of candidates of the election held
immediately prior to the occurrence of such vacancy and
published by the Electoral Commission in accordance with
paragraph 27(5) of the First Schedule.

(3) Subject to this section, a casual vacancy shall be
filled, within one month of the date of the occurrence of the
vacancy, in accordance with subsection (2) and where there is
no names remaining in the list, a by-election shall be conducted
tofill such vacancy. p

(4) Where a casual vacancy in the office of a
Councillor, occurs after the period referred to in subsection (2),
the casual vacancy shall not be filled except where the District
Councllcannothold its meeungs because oflack of quorum.

(5) A Councillor mcommended under subsection (2) or
elected in a by-election under subsection (3), shall hold office

till the end of the penod of the Dlslnct Counml refctred toin -

sectmn 4(3)

10.' A person who is rl:glstured as a voter in the district
comprising of an electoral area in'accordance with the
provisions of the Elections Act is entitled to vote at an election

() - deases to hold” office under ‘section 7(4)‘ on’

Casual vacancy

vote in an
election under
this Act



Supplement to Official Gazette ~ [12th August 2015]

in the district comprising of that electoral area, unless at the
time of the election he or she is serving'a sentence of
mpnsonmcmforanoﬂ'cnce .

ll(l) A person reglstered ‘as voter in the district
comprising of an electoral area or the Attorney General may

_msntm.cpmceedmgsmtheSupremcCounagmnstapetson

who has acted or claims to be entitled to act as a Councillor
while disthﬁedmtermsof this Act.

(2). Proceedmgs under mbsectlon (1) shall not be
instituted againsta person who has acted as Councillor afier the
explmtxon of 6 months from the datewhcnhe orshe soacted.

3) Wherepromedmgsaremsumd underthxssectwn
t.thupremeCmntmaydeclare— .

(a) that the defendant has acted as Councillor
whiledisqua.liﬁed; ’

(b) - that the office in which the defendant has

actedis vacant.

(4) A declaration of l'.bc Court under subsecuon 3)
shallnotmvahdm—

(a) any proceedings held, decisions taken or acts
or things done by the District Council on
which the defendant referred to in subsection
(3) was serving, whether or not the defendant
participated in the pmceedmgs, decisions,
actsorthings;or

(b) any acts or things done by that defendant on
behalf of the District Council, prior to the
. declaration of the Court if the proceedings,
- decisions, acts or things were otherwise held,
- taken or done in accordance with this Act.
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PART IV - MEETINGS OF DISTRICT COUNCIL

- 12.(1) The Chairperson shall, at the first sitting of the
District Council after commencement of this  Act, and
thereafter at the first sitfing of every year, address the District
Council giving the plans and policies for the district for that
year. ¢ .

(2) Subject to this section, the Second Schedule shall
have effect in respect of the meetings ot' a Dlstnct Council.

13.(1) ACounmllor who hasan mterest, whether du'ect or
indirect, in any matter which falls to be decided at a meeting of
" aDistrict Council shall— .

(a) disclose in writing the nature of the interest to
the District Council and the Minister before
the meeting or before the beginning of any
discussion on the matter; and

" (b) not take part, sub_yect to subsection (2), in the
deliberation or decision ofthe matter.

(2) The Minister may, subject to such conditions as the

Minister may think fit to impose, allow a Councillor to which

subsection (1) applies to take part in the deliberation and
_decision of a District Council where it appears to the Minister
that—
(a) there would otherwxse be an msufﬁc:mt
number of Councillors for a meetmg of the
District Council;

(b) it is in the interest of the district that the
disability under subsection (1) should be
removed;

(c) theinterest is so remote or insignificant that it
cannot be regarded as likely to influence the
Councillor in his or her “deliberation or
decision on the matter.

/ -

ideeﬁw of
District Council

Disclosure of
interest by
Councillors
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* Other staff of ;
[District Council  pecessary for the District Council to perform its functions on

. PART V - STAFF OF DISTRICT COUNCIL,

14.(1) There shall be appointed by the District Council 2
District Administrator. on -the terms and conditions and
according to the procedures applmblc to oﬂieers and
employees of public bodies.

(2) The District Administrator, subjecttothed.lrecnon '
of the District Council shall —

(a) be respom:ble for the lmplemenmuon of the '

- ®

©

@

. (e)

decisions of the District Council and for the

-management of the affairs of the District

ensure that the staff of the i)isuictCouncil '
perfurmsthelrflmcuons efficiently;

call for information and reports ‘from other
agenclesengagedmthedmmctasmaybc
required from time to-time by the District
Council;

prepare annual budget and reports on the
implementation of development and other
plansandpohcm ofthersmctCounal and

perform such other functions as the District ;

- Council may, from time to time, assign.

(3) The District Administrator shall fummon as the
SecmtarytotbeDismetCouncll.

4) The District Administrator may, with thc prior

approval in writing of the Chairperson, delegate any of his or
her functions to an officer or employee of the District Council.

15.  ADistrict Council shall employ such persons as are
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the terms and conditions and according to the procedures
8pphcableto employees of public bodies.

16. thrc it comes-to the knowledge of a person

employed by a District Council that a contract in which the
person has any pecuniary interest, whether direct or indirect,
"has been or is proposed to be, entered into by the District
Council or any committee or subcommittee or other person, the
person employed shall forthwith give notice in writing to the

District Council of the fact that he or she has a pecuniary

interest and the nature of the interest.
PART VI - FINANCIAL -
17.(1) The funds of a District Council shall consist of —

(a) uioneys appropnated by anAppropriation Act
and paid to the District Council;

() moneysreecived ﬁomanyinvesﬁnent; '

(c) moneys received in connection with any
. services, the use of any facility or property

of the District Council or the provision of any

~ leisure or other recreational facilities; and

(d) moneys lawfully received by way of glﬁ or
otherwise.

(2) The funds of a District Council may, su‘bject to this.
Actorany other written law, be applied —

(a) the payment or discharge of the costs,
expenses and other obligations of the District
Council;

(b) the payment of remuneration, fees,
allowances payable to a Councillor and the

staffs and other person employed by the*

District Council; or -

Disclosure of
interest by staff
of District

Fund of District ~

Council
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(c) thepu:poseofglvmgﬁmnualoroﬂm‘
assistance to community based groups or
sportsmen of the district or for the purpose of
-conm'buﬁn’gmwardsthepmvision of cultural
‘and other recreational activities or facilities
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the
dxsmct.

(3) Where a District Council applies any of its funds
under subsection (2)(c), it shall as soon as- practicable inform
the Minister of the nature of any action it has taken and the
amount of any expenditure it has incurred in respect of each
suchaction.

4 A District Counul may, with the approva] of the

' Minister, invest any money which it does not mxmedmtely
reqmreﬁorthepmposcsoftheDlmnCouncﬂ.

18.  Notwithstanding any othcr written law, the
President may authorise that any property of the Republic be
placed under the control of a District Council for use by the
District Council in the performance of its functions, and the
Mm:stnrstnllmkesmhstepsnwcssazytoeomplymththe

' amhonsahon of’ the Presndcnt.

Accountsand
audit -

19 (l) ADlsmmCotmcllstnl],wnthmsuchhmeasmaybe
prescribed by regulations, submit to the Minister for each
ﬁnmalyearesumatesofnsexpendmmandmues.

(2) A The Minister may, acting in consultation with the
Mnns(cr responsible for. finance, ' ‘approve with or without
mod:ﬁmuontheesumatessubmmadnnda-subsecnon(l)

.(3) : The financial year of the District Council shall be
thepenodolemonthsendmgonSlstDecembcr
: Lo at B it Sy

io(l) ADnsmctConnmlshal]-—. s
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(a) keep proper accounts and reoords in relation
" totheaccounts; and

(b) prepare, in respect of each ﬁﬁancnal year

statementsof accounts.

RO I At

(2) The accounts and statements of accounts_of a

District Council shall be audited by the Auditor General in"

accordance witharticle 158 of the Constltutlon.

(3) A District Counc:l shall submit to lhe Minister a
copy of the audited statements of accounts and any cemﬂcate
of theAud:tor Generalin mpect of the accounts

PART VII - M!SCELLANEOUS M

21. A notice, order or other document or a copy of a
notice, order or other document which a District Council is
authorised orrequlred under this Act or any other written law to

give, make or issue may be signed on behalf of the District

Council by its Chairperson or any person authorised by the
Chairperson or the District Council and any document which is

. sosigned shall be deemed, until the contrary is proved, to have -

bcen gm-.n, made or issued by the District Councll
2_2. Adocument whxch—

(a) purports tobea copy of aresolution, decision,
order or report of a District Council or the
minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the
District COUIIC‘.I] and

(b) bearsa certlﬁcatc putponmg to'be s:gned by
; - the Chairperson or any person authorised in
that behalf by the Chairperson or the District

Council, stating "that the resolution was.

passed or decision was taken or order or
! report was made by the District Council on a
specified date or that the minutes were signed

Tl e,

Authentication
of document

Evidence
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No liability in ',.

certain cases

RN S TR PE0% maccoldaucemthpamgmph%oftheSacond
- : Schedule

i upnmafamemdcnccofthemmrsmtedmthecmﬂcm

“and of the terms of the resolution, decision, order, report or
minutes in qmnon.

23. ) A Dlstnct Councxl, COLID.CIHOI‘ or a person
'empioyed bya District Council shall not be liable for any act or
omission done or omitted to be done in good faith and without
, negligence in the course of the perfo:mame of any functions
underl‘.hmAct. ik s

Coundllnr,m ﬂACmm]brwhmpcrfomngh:smherﬁmcﬁonsundu

-deemed to be
employed in
public service

this Act, a person serving on any committee or subcommittee of a

District Council or a person employed by a District Council shall

be deemed to be employed in the public service for the purposes
: ofseétionsm.tbml oftthmalCode. _

25.(1) Apersonwho—

* -(a) - knowingly makes any ﬁllse or misleading
"/ statement or representation for the purpose of

ERT IR R +~ 1+ procuring : his or. her nomination or. the

‘i~.. 'nomination of any other person as a candidate
foranelection;

(b)l forges the signature of a registered voter in
= -‘-"“-eouncchonvnthholdmgofanelecnon,

RER i (5 ;,.holdmg any oﬁiee, or acting in any official

; capacity, makes a statement or does an act, in

: “the exercise of the functions of his or her

= w1z office or in his or her official capacity, with
#“e. - intent to discourage a person from seeking
el :+iv-nomination .as 'a' candidate or procure
anE e 5:1'. -‘;'! cand]dgmformelm

;-”.:u 0 (d) ,,fotguor,ﬁnuduleuﬂydefmesorﬁwdulenﬂy
R TR RSP I destruysanyrchstcrofvotm _
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L B

i 9

ST

(e).

|J'

(f)

RLE I % oo H Rl

'..51 m -

ot @)
- . station a ballot paper. or:has in his or her

L

(g)

i toanyperson, i §

forges and . counterfeits or fraudulently

desu'oysaballotpapcl‘. i ash
vmhout due autlmntjfﬁnﬁi:hcs a ballot paper

N 11 I.'\ 19}

ﬁ'audulcntly puts ‘ifito any ballot box any
' paper other than the ballot’ paper which he or
she zsauthonsed bylaw toputin;

I AP e [ \l‘

without due authonty, takes out of any pollmg

- possession any ballot paper outside a polling

- (@

Q-

®

0

station; -1 ovclii i

without due authority, destroys, takes, opens
or otherwise interferes with a ballot box or
packet of ballot papers then in use for the
purposes of anelection; - - -

contravenes paragraph 9, or willfully
furnishes false evidence or makes a false
declaration under paragraph 14, paragraph 15
_orparagraph 16, ofthe First Schedule;

contravenes pamgraph 36(2) of the First
Schedule; -

commits an :llegal pmctme in connecuon with
anelection;

(m) contravenes paragmph 37 of the First

' (@)

(o)

. Schedule; . ., .

without lawful auﬂ:onty. dmroys, mutilates,

“defaces or removes a notice wlnch is

“exhibited or any document which is made
_available for inspection, under this Act in
eonnechonmthanelect:on,

prints or publishes or causes to be printed or
published a bill;” placard ‘or poster having
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leslubuet)l reference:'to"-an ‘election’or any printed
document ' distributed / for :the purpose of
. promoting or, procunng the eiecnon of a
1970 1010 - Cgiidare without the bill, placard, poster or
document bearing on the face the name and
Y. s 10i1.-2ddress of the printers and publishers in the
meynel lihilar “.d_zsu':c;whaetheelecuomsbemgheld,
(p) aft';t;lawﬁ.ﬂdumndwhlmorherlmsboen
r:i tv,'i; imades under:| paragraph -39 ofiithe First
il 5 il Schedu]e,fmlstogwemchmformanonashe
._,r. iilue o uLi-1or she possesses or unreasonably delays in
givingthqinfomaﬁon;.l:rn. #

-1z .-.(q) .- causes any’ disturbance or fails to .comply
i+ oo U with a lawful order of an Electoral Officerora
1 . . - Presiding Officer at a polling station or place
where the counting of votes is being carried
out;
" ‘(r) " being a Councillor or person employed by a
L -'DistnctCounc:I, fails to comply with section

‘13 or section 16, as the case may be, orunder

4, (colour of his or her office or employment,
v ncccptsanyfeeorrewmdwhﬁsowerother
than his or her proper remuneration or an

At g ,allowanccorammbursanem. T

) knowmgthmhcorshelsdlsquahﬁedtohold
w.t iv the office of Councillor under this Act, does
anyactorpmportstoactnanouncﬂlormhe

.-.-,!. umewheahexssodxsquahﬁed, .

(t) fnlscly rupmsems ‘himself or hu'self as
. '_J_.. s "’ holding ‘the, office of a Coxmmllor or as a
i "ﬁu’sonmployadbyaDlsmuCouncﬂand
. assumestodoanyactortomendinmyplace
% lrainti, woi - for.the purpose of doing any act by virtue of
v 1 o 1.2 suchoffice oremployment; or.



[12th August 2015]

Supplement fa Oﬁciaf Gazette

49

() bemg a Councillor or being employed by a

District Council, does or directs to.be done, in

abuse of the authority of his office, any
-arbitrary act prejudicial to the nght of another

person or for the purpose of gain,

commits an offence.

2 Subsect:on (I)(o) shall not apply to a bill poster or

document published by or on behalf of the Electoral
Commission or the ChlefElectoral Officer. .

“(3) Fortbepmpoaeof this section andthe First Schodule,

a person commits an_illeg‘alpmcticewha'eheorshc— '

(a)

(b

directly or indirectly, by himself or herself or

by any other person on his or her behalf,

' gwes, lends or agrees to give or lend, offersor

promises to procure or to endeavour to

procure, any money or valuable consideration
" to or for any voter or to or for any other

person, on behalf of voter or to or for any

.other person, in order to induce any voter-to
vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly does .

any such act as aforesaid on account of such
voter having voted or refrained from votmg at
any election under this Act;

directly or indirectly, by himself or herself or
by any other person on his or her behalf,

gives, or procures or agrees to give or procure,

.or to endeavour to procure, any office, place

or employmient to or for any voter, or to for
any person on behalf of any voter or to or for
any other person, in order to induce such voter

- to vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly
- does any such act as aforesaid on account of
. such voter having voted or refrained from

voting at an election under this Act;
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]

(c)  directly or indirectly, by himself or herself or
gt rbyanyoﬂnrpason onhlsorherbehalf,
4, | » ~makes any gift, loan, offer, promise;

“fn vl procurement, or agreement referred to in

. paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) to or for any

person in order to induce such person to

procure or to endeavour to -procure the

election of any person as a member or the vote
"t ofanyvotcratanelecuonmderlh:sAct,

(d) uponormcmseqnmceofnnymhgxﬁ.loan,

_ offer, promise, procurement or agreement,

- - procures or engages, promises or endeavours
- to procure ‘the return of any person as a
member or the vote of any voter at anelection
nndcrthlsAct,

(c) dmlyormdlmmly,byhsmselforhcrsclfor

“by any other person on his or her behalf,
: , advances or pays, or causes to be paid, any
. money to or for the use of any other person,
wnhthemtmnonlhmthc money, or any part
thaeof shnllbeexpendedmbnbm‘yatmy ‘
elcclmnorwho knowingly pays, or causes to
bcpa:d,anynmucytoanypcrsonmd:scharge
of repayment of any money wholly or in part
expended in bnbu'y at an electmn under this

TR (- A i

(f) before or durmg any electton. directly or
- indirectly, by himself or herself or by any

+ other person on his or her behalf, receives,
-1agrees to receive or contracts for any money,

.t "~ gift, loan, or valuable consideration, office,

. place or employment, for himselfor herselfor
- for any other person, for voting or agreeing to

* Lu .wovote, or for refraining or agreeing to refrain

-+ from voting at an election under this Act;
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‘(g) after any election, directly or indimcﬂjr, by

()

@

(i)

himself or herself or by any other person on

his-or” her behalf, receives any money or .

valuable consideration on account of any
person having voted or refrained from voting,
or having induced any other person to vote or

corruptly, directly or indirectly, by himself or
herself or by any other person, either before,
during or after an elcction, gives or provides,
or pays; wholly or in part, the expense of
giving or prov:dlng food, drink,
entertainment of provision to or for any
person for the purpose of influencing that
person, or any other person, to vote or refrain
from voting atan electionunderthisAct;

cﬁrruptly accepts or takes any fdod, drink,

- entertainment or provision referred to in .
paragraph (h); : '
e

directly or indirectly, by himself or herself or
- by any other person on his or her behalf, makes
use of, or'threatens to make use of, any force,
violence or restraint, or inflicts or threatens to
mﬂcthyhnnselforhaselforbyanyother
person, any temporal or spiritual injury,
damage, harm or loss, upon or against any
voter, in order to induce or compel such voter
to vote or refrain from voting, or on account of

- such voter having voted or refrained from

. voteat an electionunder this Act;

voting at an election or who, by abduction,
duress or any fraudulent contrivance, impedes
or prevents the free use of the votebyanyvoizr
either to give or refrain from giving lusorhcr

\

refrain from voting at an election under this -
Act; ;
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(k) votes or attempts to vote, or induces or
procures some other person to vote, at an
election under this Act if he or she, or if to his

. or her knowledge the other person, has
- already voted at that election;

() atalawful public meeting held in connection
with an election under this Act notifying the
nomination day, and the day on which the
result of the election is published, acts or
mcltesotherstonctmadmordﬂlymannafor
the purpose of preventing the transaction of
the business for which the meeting was called
for;

(m) 1mpersonates any other person in connection
with an election under this Act; or

(n) ata lawful public meeting held in connection
with an election under this Act, acts or incites
others to act in a disorderly manner for the
purpose of preventing the holding of the
meeting or the transaction of the business for
which the meeting was called. '

. (4 A person who commits an offence under this
section is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 3 years or to a fine not exceeding SCR20 000 or to
both such imprisonment and fine.

(5) ‘Where a person is conv:cted of committing an
illegal practice, the person shall, in addition to any penalty
under subsection (4), be disqualified for a period of 6 years
from the date his or her conviction from contesting an election
under this Act or any other written law and the Electoral
Commission shall forthwith cause a note of disqualification to
beememdmalltheregstcrsofvoterspmpamdunderthlsAct

or anymheTwnucnlaw
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26. - AGov:rnmentdepartmmtorother agencyshall in
planning and implementing any development plan havmg
social, economic or environmental effect on any area in the
district, consult the District Council. g

27.  The Minister may give in writing any direction of
policy to a District Council in regard to the discharge of its
functions or in case of any emergency, including natural
calamity and serious threat to public peace, to take immediate
* action and the District Councﬂ shall -comply with. such
direction.

 28,(1) The first standing orders of the District' Council

shall be made by the Minister for the purpose of exercising its

functions under this Act and thereafter a District Council may,

with the consent of the Minister, make new or additional

standing order or amend or repeal any standing order made
under LblsAcL

(2) Notwithstanding section 64 of the Interpretation
and General Provisions Act, standing orders made under
subsection (1) shall not be required to be laid before thc
Nauona]Assmnbly i

29,(1) The Minister may make regulahom for canymg
out, or givingeffect to, tbepmv:smofth:sAct. g

(2) Without limiting the generality of the powers under

subsection (1), the regulatmns may provnde forall or one of the
following matters —

(a) the norms and standards to be complied with
under section 5(1)(f), and other functions to
be performed under section 5(1)(j), by a

" District Council;

(b) the other functions to be performed by the

Chairperson of a Dlstnct Council undcr .

section 8(2)(e)

Standing orders
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S (¢).. the  allowances payablé to the Councillors
i R ""_ ;.'= # e underscchon8(3), 3 .

‘ , (d) the pe.nod within which & District Council
. - shall submit to the Minister estimates of its
. : expendxturcandrevenneundcrsectwnl!)(l)
[ BETICRIE (- § .thc form of oath of office, secrecy and
'f st .. allegiance ‘to be administered by the
! g B CoxmcillorsandotherpersonsundenhisAct'

i (f) for amending a Schedule appcnded to thls
I L Lt Tl e st e Act,or i g ) -

'(g) any other matter wluch is requ:red or
permitted tobe prescribed under this Act. .

. : FIRST SCHEDULE |
' [Sections 2(g) and (), 6(2) and (6), 9(2), 25 and 29)
ELECTIONS

. Appointment 1.(1) The Electoral Commission shall be responsible for
Milais e conduct and supervision of an election of Councﬂlors ofa.
District Council underthstct. ‘

- (2) The Chief Electoral Officer, Electoral Officer and
Asmstant Electoral Officer appointed under section 3(1) of the
Elections Act (Cap 68A) shall, respectively, be decmed to be
the Chief Electoral Officer, Electoral Officer and Assistant
Elcctoral Oﬂicer forthcpm'poss of ﬂnsAct :

(3) On the declaration of an election under section 6,
the Electoral Commission shall, by notice published in the

' Gazette, appoint the ChiefElectoral Officer, Electoral Officers

and Assistant Electoral Officers in respect of each district as
may be specified inthe notice.
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2,(1) -The register of voters published by the Electoral Registerof
Commission in accordance with section 9 of the Elections Act Vo=
shall be deemed to be the mgsterofvmmfmthe purposes of
. anelectionunderthisAct. ‘

3.(1) ‘Subject tothisAct,‘the Elect'oml Commissionshau Election date
fix the date of the election and, at least 30 days before the date et sl
of the election, give notice of the date of the election in the

Gaze:reandlncachd.lstnct. ' )

2) Thedateofanclecnon refetmdtomsubpamgraph
(I)ShallberefexredtomthlsActas elechunday"

- 4(1) At least 14 days before,the election day, the Chief  Nomination
Electoral Officer shall, by notice.in the Gazette, call upon the

filing of the nomination papers ﬁ:ran election i in respect of the

candidates in each district.

(2) The nominaﬁén paper required under subparagraph
(l)shanbcsignedbycandidntaandcndcrsedbyailmtzs
persons entitled to vote in the district in respect of which
nonnnntmmsﬁled, and accom;:amedby—— .

(') a ccrtxﬁcate :ssued by the Electoral
Commission certifying the deposit of or
securing the sum of SCR500 or such other

; amountasmaybespemﬁedmthemhee and

- (i) . such nmnberofphotogmphofthe candldat.e
g mawhfmmandofs:zeasspeclﬁedmthe
" notice.

3) Thedayofwhlchnonimauonpapasmmqmmdm
beﬁledunderthxspuagmphshallbcrefcntdtomthlsActas
“namnnhonday

(4) A person mny stand for elecuon, both as
C!mupersonandasaCmmcxllor,andfﬂeascpamtzmmmauon '
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Publication of
, names of

Place and time

" of election

of election

papers for the post of the Chairperson or Councxllor. as the case
maybe.

5. Not less than 8 days Gl dction day, the
Electoral Officer shall, if he or she is satlsﬁed that a candidate
is—

(a) not qualified to serve as a Councillor, after
giving the candidate a notice in writing to
show cause as to why his or her candidature
should not be rejected, reject his candidature;

(b) qualifiedto serve as a Councillor, forward the
* names, address and occupation of the
candidates, standing for election as
Chairperson or as Councillor, as the case may
be, to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall
publish it by notice in the Gazette, in respect

of each district. »

6.(1) The Chief Electoral Officer shall in the notice

published under paragraph 5 give—

(a) theaddressofthe polling station; and
(b) thetimeofthe beginning and closing ofpoll.

(2) 'Notwithstanding that the time of the closing of poll
has been specified in the notice referred to in subparagraph (1),
the Chief Electoral Officer or the Electoral Officer, as the
case may be, may, where it is necessary to allow all the
registered voters in a district to cast their votes, extend the time
for the closing of poll.

7.(1) Where before the closing of poll on the day, of an
election there is no candidate to fill the post of Chairperson or
there are not enough candidates to fill all the offices of
Councillor in respect of a district because a candidate has died
or withdrawn his or her candidature, the election shall continue
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in respect of the other offices of Councillor and a vacancy shall
be deemed to have occurred in respect of the office of the
Chairperson or other Councillor in respect of which there is no
candidate or an insufficient number of candidates, as the case
may be, on the date of the election and the Electoral
Commission shall not later than 42 days after the date of the
election, fix a date for the holding of a special election to fill
that vacancy and the provisions of this Schedule shall apply as
it appha toan election.

(2) ~Where before the clocmg ofpol] on thc date of an
election no candidate is available for election as Clmrpelson
and Councillor because the candidates have died or withdrawn
. their candidature, the Electoral Officer shall countermand the

election and thc Electoral Comm:sslon shall, not later than 42

days after the date of the wumumand, fix another date for the
holding of an election.

(3) Where bpfore the closing of poll on the day of a
_ special election there is no candidate to fill the vacancy in
relation to which the special election is being held because a
candldatchasdledormthdramhmorhercandldamrc, the
Electoral Officer shall countermand the election and where it is
7 montlﬁormor:bcforethcholdmgofan clection on the
expiry of the term of a District . Council, the Electoral
Commission shall, not later than 42 days after the date of the
countermand, fix another date for t.he hold.mg of t.he speclal
election. - _

@) Where inan elccum, no candldatc is clected as the
Chairperson, for any reason, the Electoral Officer shall
countermand the election and the Electoral Commission shall,
not later than 42 days after the date of the countermand, fix

another date for the holding ofa specnai elecuon forthe election,

of the Chairperson.

(5) - A Chairperson or Councillor elected as a resultofa
special election under this paragraph shall, subject to this Act,
hold office for a period ending on the date when the term of
District Council ends under section4(3).
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8.(1). A candidate for election as Councillor-in a district
shall present himself to the voters of the district by means of
clectioneering in public meetings by the candidate or by such

~ othermeans as the Chief Electoral Officer may determine.

(2) In the organisation and conduct of the meetings
referredtomthxspamgmpheachcandldatcshallbeglvenafmr -

and equal opportunity.

(3) Theelectioneering forthe puri:oses of this Act shall
commence on the nomination day and end 24 hours before the
election day. ;

9.(1) The expenditure for electioneering by a candidate

- seeking election as a Councillor or any person acting on his or

her behalf shall not exceed a sum of SCR100,000.

(2) Acandidate seeking election as a Councillor or any
person acting on his or her behalf shall not pay —

(a) any person who assists the candidate at an
election on account of such assistance; -

(b) 'any person for or account of the
transportation of votmstoorﬁ'omthepolhng
station.

- (3 A candidate seeking election as a Councillor or any
person acting on his or her behalf shall not accept, directly or

"indirectly, any contributions or donations from —

(a) any foreign gdvermnentorits agent;

(b) any foreign political party or faith based
organisation;

(c) any public institution, statutory body or any
other organisation controlled or owned by the
govemnment or from any company in which
the government holds any capital share;
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(d) a.ny private company performing a pubhr.

- function pursuant to a written law;

(e) _anyperson v}ho is'ﬁonax compham;

(i) any fomgn mdmdual or any foreign cnmy,

whetherornm bodycosporatc or,

r"'| 1.’

® anytra.deumon, whelher regxstued or not.

(4) _ Forthe purposes of this paragraph, “contribution or

donation” means any sum or, gift of money whether wholly or -
mpanoranylnanmcewedbyormadcorpmwdedm or given .
to or spent by, or on behalf of, .a candidate in paying any
expenses incurred directly or indirectly, and includes any
assistance or service provided by any person the value of which
exceeds SCR5,000. IS B ‘
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10.(1) AnElecmral Oﬁﬁcersha.ll. mrespect ofthe dmnct Amangement
inrespect of which he or shehasbeen appointed—. - - - o paliag

‘ (a) furnish the polling station with such number

o

(c)

. of compartments as he or she thinks necessary .
for the purpose of allowing voters to record

thc:r votes screened from obsu‘vanon,

placr. in thc consptcuws plac: outslde the .
polling ‘station. a .notice showmg in .
. alphabeuml orderthe surname, full names -
o '.andtlwaddressofmhcandtdﬂe indicating .

" whether the candidate is standing for election -

asChmzpesonorasaCmmcnllor,astbe case
maybe; . . o

LR

provide both outside andinside the polling
station ‘notices containing instructions

'relatmgtothcvonngprocedmtobe

followed; -

station
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Polling agent

Ballot boxes

* Form of ballot .

| (d). provide the polling station with copies of the _
register of voters forthedistrict;and

(e) do such other things as he or she may be
directed by the Chief Electoral Officer in
relation to the conduct of the election.

1 ‘(l) Acandidate mayappomfapcrson, referred to inthis -
Schedule as a polling agent, to attend at the polling station of
the district for the purpose of detecting lmpersonauon.

- (2) A candidate shall, not later than 7 days or such

 shorter period as the Chief Electoral Officer may allow before

the day of the election, notify the Electoral Officer of the name
and address of the polling agent.

(3) Wherea polling agent dies or becomes incapableof *
performing his or her functions before the date of the election,
the candidate may appoint another polling agent in his or her ..

" place and shall forthwith give notice of such appomtmen: as

provided under subparagmph (2).

12.(1) Aballot box shall be so constructed that a voter can
put his ballot paper ms:de, but cannot withdraw the ballot paper
from thebox.

(2) Immediately before the beginning of voting, the
Electoral Officer at a polling station shall show to persons
lawfully present at the station that the ballot boxes are empty
and shall thereafter close and seal the boxes in such manner as

" to prevent the boxes from being opened without the seals being

broken.

13.(1) Ballot paper shall be in such form and of such
colouras the Electoral Commission may approve.

. (2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (1), use by any
person or officer, in any manner of the colour, flag or symbol of
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i

a political party :eg:stued is-such’under the Political Parties
(Registration 'and“Regulation) -Act/(Cap 173), shall not be
allowedmanelucnonunderihnsAct.’ vl

Lt !,--I negn m.,’]lu o1 bunstvt ssiion

“14, (l) Voting “ &t an’’ alechon";hall be conducted as

it ;rnht Wl 101 2unt

'follows e
AH la.r'mnt, Tatln
Ll L @) v ' voter” whomshe:st't':'\"ote—
n
PR PRER eI (/) u;shallqrpsglqhxmsclforhqulfat the
.,'3 P ,’, _,:{l[bpoumg stag‘p‘g,m [.he d:stnctmwh.ich

QOI'S

“Aiadba .Jl

s nmr'ln(wn!'shausaﬁsfy't&-mecmmomc&mme

. “polling station of his or her identity and |

that he or she has not voted at 't.liestatiﬁn L
orelsewhenmthcclecuon,”’ izt

TP T AR J:'n("'nqll

(iii) subject to paragraphs:15 and:16, the :
Electoral Officer at the polling station -
shall, on being satisfied as provided in
-‘subclmsesmmd(u) e Tl

; LRI 1 | IR T cud bl o (NW R
% ;-‘--iil-' (i) call out the m.tmber and particularsof !
R N R lhevotn"asfstated'mthecopgmfthe

i st register of voters at the station; 01 b= itiins

(v) jivd parf "“qslxmpaballotpapa'mth
; nnoﬂicml,ma.rkanddehvcrlttothe
voter

..!r;;_a G ke sl al

(vi) plnceama;:kggmrnstthenameofthe'
~" voter in the Copy of register to denote
thataballotpaperhnsbeeudelrvemdto

ool g e A thevote:; 2130 Lt i)

drrahny ,Jull

(vi:) subjectto subparagraph (2}, the voter
*wmue . shall, jon receiving a ballot’paper, go
T T lmmodnamelymtooneofthemned:
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cppt Laities] i compartments in the station-where; he ;;
4 v fins o7 --orsheshall, without delay, mcordhls or. !
. hervotein the_manner_explamed in the;,
notice referred to in paragraph 10(1)(c)
-l - ;on inthe case ofavoterwhoisilliterate
T 'or does not understand the nonce,mti:e -
manner explained by the Electoral
., Officer in, the presence of the pollmg
agent;
eyl a\'rotershall notplaceonthé ballot paper any
Tt 2 writing or mark by Whlch he or she may be
identified. <™~ -
-1 1(2) i Where a voter is incapacitated by blindness or.other
phys:cal cause or otherwise, he or she may call the Electoral
- Officeraside and, out of hearing of any other person, direct the
Electoral Officer how the, voter's vote is to be cast and the
. Electoral Officer shall cast the voter’s vote accordingly and the
voter shall, for the purposes of this AcI, be deemed to have
voted. b iel
‘Allegation of 15;(1) When: at; Electoral Officer at a polling station in
iegularities  respect of which he or she has been appointed has reason to

. believe, or a candidate or a polling agent at the polling station
alleges, that a person wishing to vote at the station is nota voter

entitled to vote at the station, the Electoral Officer shall —

@) advxse the person accordingly, giving reasons

. forhlsorha'bohefor, where the candidate or

polmg agent has made an allegation referred

- . in this paragraph, require the candidate or

v «.. . . polling agent to state in the presence of the

“w..v . - person wishing to vote the reason for the
allegatlon,

(b) wam the person that he or she may comn:ut an
oﬂ'ence underthlsAct by vntmg

.‘-' (2) Whm-. a candldate or pollmg agent referred to in
mbparagraph (1) refuses to stafe the reason for his or her
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aﬂeguummthepresenceofthepersmmengtovotewhen )
- required to do so by the Electoral Officer, the ElectoralOfﬁcer
sha.lldlsmgardtheal]eganon. " |. t

3) WhmtheElectomlOﬂicuhaswmedtheperson
wishing to vote as provided in subpamgraph (l)(b) and
ncththstandmgthewmnmgthepcnm—- . 12)

i r .l R T -"'.;.n;(ﬂl
(a) pemstsmvoung, ...... i .y At

(b) - produces evidence to show that he or she is
the person emnled to yotc at thc polhng_
station; - i,

(c) makes and subscribes to the declaratmn
tefcnedtomparagraphlﬁ oy .

mcmwwmom:smumﬂmwnmgthsﬁnuummd

address which the person gives as his or her name and address,
dcllveraba.llotpapertothepersonandaﬂowh.lmorhertovote o
, and,whereh:orshevotcs smelhatfactmtherecord ‘_":

Yeati ey TLSE
16 (l) AnElectoralOﬁceratapollmgstauonmay Oron Declaration of

the request of a candidate or polling agent at the station shall, o=
require a person who wishes to vote, before the person is given :
aballotpapcr,tommxshmdenceoflns crhendenutytothe
satisfaction of the Electoral Officer and to make and subspn'be

to a-declaration in thc fonn provided- ‘by ‘the Electonl
Com.mlss“)n. N rfu N T T 4 \

(2) Whetcapersonwhomshestovote fmlstofurmsh Mbags L.
evidence of his or her identity'to ‘the sausfamon of 'the '
Electoral Officer or to make and subscribe to the declaration
referred ;to in subparagraph (1), the Electoral Officer may

,reﬁxsemgrvch:morhcnballotpapen e ; :

17.(1) AnEiectomlOfﬁcershall— ' Admission of
volers o

(a) regtdatetheadmlsszonofwtcrstothemﬂmg polling station
.1+ i station in respect of which he or she has been ‘.

appointed; . ..: ./
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Adjournment -
of pollin case *

of riot

Procedure on
closing of poll

(b) ‘exclude 'all other persons, except the

g .:"1-' wiw .+ .candidates, Assistant Electoral Officers, .

polling agents, police officers on duty, the
Chief Electoral Officer or any person
Bt L l‘-}w fauthonsedbytheChxefElectoral Officer.

(2) The Electora! Officer may order a pohce ‘officer or
any other person authorised in writing by the Electoral Officer
to remove a person who misconducts himself or herself or fails

LUHHERE

.-to_obey, lawful orders of the Electoral Officer at a polling

. station and the person so removed shall not, unless authorised

** by the Electoral Officer, again be allowed to enter the pollmg
statlon.

(3) A person who has been removed under
subpamgraph (2) may be prosecuted for committing an

py offence. -

18 (i) Where proceedmgs at a pollmg station are
interrupted: or obstructed by riot or violence, the Electoral °
Officer may adjourn the proceedings until the following day’

. and shall forthwith notify the EIectoral Commission and the
ChlefElectoral Officer. :

(2) ' Where proceedlng are adjourned at a pollmg

' smt:on under subparagraph (1), the hours of polling on the
: followmg day shall be the same as those specified for the day -

onwhich elecuon was ori gmally scheduled to take place

~19. . The Electoral Officer shall, as soon as practicable
after the closing of the poll, in the presence of the candndates

and pollmg agent who wish toattend —

-~ 7 (a) ' makeupinto separate packets whxehheorshe
shall seal with his or her own seal and that of
the candidates if they Wlsh s0—

(‘). theunused ballot papers;

- (i) - the marked copy of the register of
voters; -
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'(b) completeaémmmmt,tdbehmwnasfhe
'ballot paper account, in the form prowded by
tbcElectomlComm:mon and -

(c) tmnsmnthepacketsandthebmotpaper
T awomtmtheﬁlectomlComm:sswn.

.20. (l) Amdxdatemayappomtapmon, tobeknown asa
counting agcnt,tomcndgnh_c coummgofvom.

(2) A candidate shall give written notice of the name
and address of the counting agent to the Electoral Officer for
the district in respect of which the candidate is standing for
elecuonmtbmrthanoncdaybeforcthedateoftheclecuon

ﬁg

(3) If a counting agent dies or becomes incapable of

acting as such, the candidate may appoint another counnng
agent in his or her place and shall forthwith give written notice

ofthenamcandaddmssofﬂwagemappomtedtotheﬁlectoml :

Ofﬁcer__ _

(4) An Electoml Oﬁica' may refusc to adu:ut at the
place where votes are counted a person purporting to be

counting agentbmmmspectofwbomhcorsbchasnot‘

received anotice as prowded in this paragraph.

21.(1) An Eleaoml Oﬁcu shall makc nmngnnmts for
the counting of votes in the presence of the counting agents as
soon as practicable after the close of the poll and shall, so far as

practicable, proceed eontmuously with the oountmg until it 1s '

complewd. o 35
(2) An Eleaoral Oﬁim shall appomt sm:hmxmbu’ of -
persons, to be known as enumerators, as he or she considers
neccssarytoassusthmorhermthecounnngofvm
g 2 gy 91 | '
.22.' Except with the coasent of an Eleclmal Ofﬁw no
. person other than the Chief Electoral Officer, Electoral Officer,

Counting of
votes

Persons who may
be present at
counting of votes
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Method of .
. counting agents and any other person referred to in paragraph

Assistant Electoral Officer, enumemto-rs, the candidates and
their counting agents and persons authorised in writing by the
Chief Electoral Officer, may be present at the counting of
votes. : ,

23.(1) An Electoral Officer shall, in the presence of the
22 whomay be ptesent—
(a) openeachballotbox; _
() takeout meb}auotpapers‘from the box;

(c) proceed to count and record the number of
_ bal]otpapem andthe votes.

(2) Ballot papers shall be kept with their faces upwards
while being counted and recorded. .

(3) Where aballot paper—

(a) doesnotbear the official mark referred to in
paragraph 14( l)(a)(v). ‘

(b) has anything written or marked by wh:ch a
voter can be ldennﬁed,

(c) ismutilated ortom; or

(d) does not contain a clear indication of the
candidate for whom the voter has voted,

-.shall not be counted and shall be endorsed with the word

“rejected” by the Electoral Officer or, if a candidate or his or
her counting agent objects to the decision of the Electoral
Officer not to count the ballot paper, thc words 'rejecnon
objected to”.

(4) The Electoral. Officer shall prepare a statement
showing the number of ballot papers rejected under the
followxngheads—
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2 o ———— ————————

«(a) wantofofﬁcmlstnmp, Nosiid 6. (2
o T i 12-01 1 cIniG

(b) wntmg or ma:k by, which @, voter, cpuld be
1dentlﬁd ;,, b o st £, J[.u

- (€) mutxlated ortorn

At ey seos i g el

- “(d) “'absénce “of-‘a clear mdlcat:on of the
candidate forwhom the vnterhasvot ol

" ‘and shali; on request, allow a cnnd:date or a countmg agent to:

L DA

copy the statement.

(5) thre in an eleeuon, the elecuon of a Gmrperson
and that of a'Councillor, are held. snmuha.nemsly, the ballot
boxesrclalmgtolhcclecuou of the Chairperson shall be clearly
markedandsepa:atedﬁomtheotherballotboxesandthe
counting of the ballot papers shall be held separately and in a
manneras toavmd any mmng ofballotpapexs

.(l) Where in an election; there is'an equahty of votes
between the candidates, the Electoral Ofﬁcershall re-count the
votescast. .

“(2) lfaﬁerare—countundersubparagmph (1) there is
snl] an equality of votes, the Electoral Officer shall, subject to
- paragraph 25, report the fact to the' ChlefBlectoml Officer and
‘the Electoral Comm:ssmn

.(3) The Eleétoral Commnssmn ‘shall, on recenpt of the
report under subparagraph (2), not' later -than 42’ days, - fix
"another date for the holding ofa 5pec1al clectlon forthe elect:on
of such Councillor. i oS D

Iy WLle vE: 4

25.(1)' A candidate or his or her countmg agcnt may, if
present when the counting or-a’re-counting 'of* votes- is
completed, requm: the Electoral Officer to have the votes re-
counted or again re-counted but the Electoral Officer may
refusetomakcathudormbsequentrecwnnfthemﬂtsofﬂxc
lasttwore-counts are thesame. -~ ' |

Equality of -

recount in
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" Electoral
Officer’s
dutics on
conclusion of
counting

Declaration of

(2) An Electoral Officer shall, on the completion of
counting or re-counting of votes, afford a candidate or his or
her counting agent an opportunity to exercise the. right to
request for a re-count under subparagraph(1). ‘

26.(1) Upon the conclusion of the counting of the votes,

"the Electoral Officer withthe assistance of the Assistant

Electoral Oﬁioer, shall—

(a) seal up in separate packets the counted and -
5 ‘rejected ballotpapers; ,

(b) in the presence of the candidates or their
-counting agents, proceed, without opening
the sealed packet containing the marked copy -
of the register of votes, to verify the ballot
paper account referred to in paragraph 19(b)
by comparing the number of ballot papers
‘received with the number of ballot papers
) cmmlui,rejectedandunusedandshall re-seal
" each packetaﬁer examination;

(c) prepare a statement as to the result of the
verification carried out under subparagraph
(b) and, on request, allow a candidate orhis or
her counting agent to have a copy of the
statement.

(2)  The decision of the Electoral Officer as to any
question regardmg a ballot paper shall be final and not be
subject to review otherwise than on an elecnon petition

“referred to in paragraph 32.

'27.(1) Where the result of an election has been

: ascertamcd, the Electoral Oﬂ'icetstnll— -

(a) declarethe rasult; and

(b) report the result to the Chief Electoral Officer
and the Electoral Commission,
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" and thc.Electora.l Commlssmn shall publish the. results :p the

Gazeae BT I "aa ) I ke

(2) Incaseof an electlon of—

-y -(a) the. Chmrpcrson. the candxdatc for whom
mostvotahavebemeastsha]lbedeclared

(b) othcr Councxllors, the eandidatc for whom

malnumbcrland,morderofmqontyof

votes cast in favour of candidates, 4
i1 - _candidates  shall be. declared wm.ncr as
g TR Cou.ncﬂlors ¥ g

(3) In the case where a person has stood for elecuon,

both as Chairperson and as a Councillor, if the person is elected

as Chairperson he or she shall be deemed to have withdrawn
hxsorhzrcandldature forelectxunasaCouncmor.

4) The Electoral Ofﬁcer shall prepare a list of
candidates from amongst remaining candidates in order of
.- majority of votes cast in their favour for the puxposes of ﬁlhng
up of casual vacancies under section 9. ey

(5) thm,mthecaseofamalvacancyoftheoﬂice
of a Councillor in a district under section 9, the person whose
nameappea:snexnmmedmelyaﬁerthenamofwmnmg
candidates, as published in the Gazette, shall by the Chief
ElectoraIOﬁicerberwommendedtoﬁllsucheawalvacancy

.. 28.(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Electoral Commission
shall ensure the safe custody of all documents relating to the
conduct of an election which are forwarded to him or her under
tIusAct.

(2) The Elecmral Comm;ssmn shall danroy all
documents referred in subparagraph (1), except the list referred

Custody of
.documents
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Delegation

Righttorefuse -
disclosure of

.

of agent not to
invalidate

proceedings

petition

to in paragraph 27(5),' after the expiration of 6 months from the. -

- date of an election unless otherwise directed by an order of the

Court.

29. An Electoral Officer may, unless otherwise
directed by the Chief Electoral Officer, authorise an Assistant -
Electoral Officer at the.polling station in respect of which the-
Electoral Officer has been appointed to do any act or thing
which an Electoral Officer may do under this Act and a
reference, other than this paragraph, in this Schedule to an
Electoral Officer shall be deemed to mclude a refumce toan
Assmtant Electoral Oﬂ'iccr -

30. ‘A person who has vnted at an election shall not, in
any legal proceedings or otherwise, bc required 'to state for
whom he or she voted.

.31 Where, under-this Schedule, an act r'thing is
required or authorised to be done in the presence of a polling .

-agent, counting agent of a candidate or a candidate, the non-

attendance of the polling agent, counting agent or candidate at
the time and place appointed for the purpose shall not
mvahdatetheactorthmg. '

32.(1) Theelectionofa personas a Councillor shall not bc
questioned or subject to a review in any court whatsoever
except on an election petition presented to the Supreme Court
undr.rthstct. .

(2) An election petmon refcrrcd toin subpamgraph (l)

t may be presented by—

(a) ‘a person who had a right to vote or who
lawfully voted at the electjon to Whlch thc
petitionrelates;

(b) a person claiming to have had a right to be
elected at the election to Whlch the petition
: relat&s, o ,
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(c) .aperson who was a candidate at the elecnon

towhxchthepennonrelam or
(d) _ the Attorney General. | vy

(3) Anelectionpetition may claim — .

(a) adeclamtidﬁthatiﬁeeieétionis'void; :

(b)) a decla.mt:on that a candldate was duly-

* elected;

(c) areoountofthevoles. N

(4) An election peutmn sha.ll be presented within 10
days after the date of the publicationof. the result of the
electionin the Gazetteunder pa.ragraphz‘l

(5)." The trial of an clecnon pehtlon ﬂlall subject to
subparagraph (6), be held in the same manner as a trial before
the Supreme Court inits ongmal civil junsdxcnon.

(6} TheSupremeCourt— '

(a) may, by order cumpei any person who
appea:stodwComtobeconcmedmthe
election to which the petxuon relates to attend
asa wxmess at the trial;

(b) examine aw:tnmsmfentdtomsubpammph
(a) or any person in Court, although the
‘ 'petsonhasnotbeen callofdasathness

(7) A witness referred to msubpa:agraph (6)(b) may, if

present. at the trial, be cross-examined by the petitioner,
respondent and Attorney General, or their representatives.
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ﬁeeiﬁonof 33.(1) The election of person as a Councillor shall be
Couton  declared void if it is proved to the satisfaction of the Supreme

. election
petition Court—

(a)

®)

(©

that the election was not conducted in
accordance with this Act and as a result, the .
result ofthe election has been affected; i

that an illegal practice was committed in
connection with the election by or with the
knowledge and consent or approval of the
person elected or the agent of the person

- elected;

that the person elected was at the time of his -
or her election not quallﬁed for election as a
Councillor.

(2) Inan electlon petition under pmgraph 32 wherc it
appearsto the Supreme Court—

(a)

®)

 that an act or omission of a person élected, the
agent of the person elected or any other

person, which but for this subparagraph,
would be an illegal practice under this Act,

“ has been done or made in good faith through

inadvertence or accidental miscalculation or

. some other reasonable cause of a like nature;
b O @ ' : Yo

that upon taking into account all the relevant
circumstances it would be just that the person
elected, his or her agent and any other person

~should not be subjected to“any of the

conseqnences under this Act for such act or
om:ssmn,

the Supreme Court may make an order allowing the act or'
" omission, which would otherwise be an illegal practice under
this Act, to be an exception to the Act and the person elected,
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his or her agent or any other person shall not be subject to'the
consequences of this Act in respect of the act or omission and
theelectxmofthepersonsha]lmt,bymsononlyoftha:actor
omlssmn,bevmd.

2 B g L
. 34(1) Attheconclus:onofthemnlofanelecuonpennon,
theSupremeCounshalldetcrmme— "_ “in

(e) whether t.he Counclllor whose election is
suhjectofthepcnhonwaslnwﬁﬂlyeleeted,

b)) whethc: some person, ol.br: thnn the person
who was_declared elected at the election
-which is the subject of the petition, was
Iawﬁxlly electedasa Counclllur; or

- (©) whether the elecuon which is the Sl.lbject of
- the peuuonwas vmd,

andpronmmce 1t81udgemtand shall forward a certxﬁed copy
tot.heElectomlCommmsmn. L

" (2) -An eppea.l against the determination of the Supreme
Court referred to in subpamgraph (I) ahall he to the Court of
Appeal

‘l|....|.-.—.
L I L P LI PR TN

(3 Where an elecnon IS declared vond .under
subparagraph (1)(c), a vacancy shall be deemied to have
occurred. on, the date of the judgement, the Electoral
Commission shall, within 42 days of the date of the judgement,
ﬁx adate for the holdmgof are-electionto ﬁllthatvaeancy

l ¥ .

(4) Where a pemon is eIeeted in & m—eleeuon undet
subparagraph (3), he or she shall, subject to this Act, hold office
for a period ending on the date when the other Councillors of
the District Council would ordmanly end thelrS years term of
office lmdersechon 4(3).
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_ Determinstion  ~35.(1) . At the conclusion of the trial of an election
;LC':’““"‘, petition under paragraph 32, the Supreme Court shall forward
its determination to the Electoral Commission—

(a) whether an illegal practice has been proved to
. have. been - committed by or with the
knowledge and consent or approval of a
candidate at an election, and the nature of the

pmcuce, lfany; and

| (b)l thcnameanddtscnpuons ofallpcrsonswho
' have been proved at the trial to have been
. guilty of the practice.

2) Before ‘'making any determination under
subparagraph (1) in respect of a person who is not a party to an
. electionpetition under paragraph 32 or a candidate on behalf of
‘whom. the seat is claimed by an clection petition under
paragraph 32, the Supreme Court shall give the person an
to’be heard and tocall evidence to show why he or
she should not be sodetermimed. -

‘(3) ‘Where the Supreme Court makes a determination
ﬂmt anillegal practice has been committed by a candidate or a
person with ‘the knowledge and consent or approval of a

candidate to an election, the candidate shall be disqualified for . -

apenodofﬁyemﬁomﬂ:edﬂ:ofthedctmnahon fmm a
contwtmgan elecnonofa Councﬂlor '

Seerecy . ' 36i(1)' A person authunsed in wntmg by the Electoral o
. ; "Commission or the Chief Electoral Officer; a polling agent,
«counting :agent ‘or such other person authorised under this
‘Bchedule 1o :attend at a polling station or at the counting of
‘votes shall, unless'heor she has taken an oath of secrecy under
‘this ‘Schedule, take an oath of secrecy in the prescribed form

bcfore attendmg mhepolhngstanon or counting. o

(2) A person refem:d to m subparagraph D shall not,
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except for a purpose authorisedinder this Act or anywritten
law-—' R P P LR A (T R DL T AT R TP b 1T t.':hufwilni
S '(a)"l‘seek to” obtam’a.ny -iriformation’ as ito"the
e U LiERl candidate for whom 4 persot i is  about toVote
th 1211 i 50r igs Voted ata polling Station; 10 v-nobie<t
ot bt v nbstg o v £ e ngitilsupaib armoasd el

, (b) communicate to any person any information
LT O | '.; 4 IOf;hctypemfmtomsubpmmph(a)l R
R does Mede olubodng eid wwhou Mgy

, (c) commumcaxgltlo any person any, ;g_i‘ yrmation
"as 1o the name or ‘number of voter who has or
has not applied for a‘ballot paper or voted at a
polling station oras to the official mark;
(d) seek to ascertam ,or _communicate any
information obtained at a counting of votes as
to the candidate for whom any vote is given
by any particular ballot paper;
-~ (e) communicate-or:seek to communicate with
any person after that person has received a
+ . ... Dballotpaperandbefore that person has placed o
e : _thepapermtheballotbox.’ TS L il S LT G

37. Aperson shall not, mthlnabulldmg when vohngm Display of
an election is in progress, or at any place within the radius of m;‘”
.100 metres of any such building, wear or dnsplay any card, polling station
‘symbol, 'favour or ‘other emblem'! mdmatmg support for a
particular candidate in'the election. ' " - '

38. - ' Amisname or inaccurate descnpuon of apersonor  Inaccurate
place named or described in a‘notice or other document description
prepared or issued under this Schedule shall not affect the '
operation of this Schedule as regards the person or place if the
person or place is so deslgnated inthe nouce or other document
astobeldmtlﬁecL i liei s ol tLr

i b we® gl Bl

39.. . The Electoral Commlssmn Chief, Electoral Power to

Officer, Electm'al Officer or Assistant Electoral Officer, asthe  demand -,



s\-Supplemént to Official Gazette - [12th August 2015]

of staff

rcase may be; may- at.any.time demand from any person any
information necessary to ascertain ‘whether a person'.is
.qualified toyote atan election or a person is qualified to stand
.as A candidate in, prder to.identify that person or the place of
residence of that person and to ascertain: whether any person
hasbecomedxsquahﬁedfmmvonngorstandmgas candidate.
MATANIONRT 262 00 350 206 ] P i nf '

40) '1:7A pefson employed'in conneétion vnth an election
under this Schedule shall receive such reasonable
Yerunérati iod"for" his * or’ hetj semces as the Electoral
’Cé'mﬁ-ﬂ' si maydetermmc SE

tL ] LV B oy el RS RRURPLE W QT

i .'"‘.‘H'.i!'-lf--‘ e A TE
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wistuaad Lot 20

" [Sections 12(2) and 29]

MEETINGS OF DISTRICT COUNCIL
“++1,1 " ADistrict Cotincil shall hold ameeting, which shall -
be refexred to as an ordinary meeting, every fortnight.

S L LU L E AR [
Wj,}.(l) -TheChau-pcrson—_

1]

oA ,',4|

(a) may, 'if he o she is of the opu.uon that it is
necwsarytodoso,and i

Sl 2oy (b) ,.shall, on. the written reqmsmon of at lust 2
ST T P Counclllors .

s, Taudls o T::.‘

convene an extraordma:ymeetmg of the Dlsinct Councll
NS 4 lrfens, e

(2) A requisition referred to in subpamgraph (l)(b)
shall specify the reason for the requisition of a meeting and
icontain any moluuon wh:ch itis mtended tobe dehberated at
the meeting; * | :
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(3) . Wherethe Chairperson does not converie a meeting
after a requisition referred to in subparagraph (2) within 7 days
after receiving the requisition, the Councillors shall represent

. the Minister of the fact and in'that case the Minister shall

convene the extraordinary meeting of the District Council.

() - AmcctmgoftthlstnctCouncllshal]behcldatthe
oﬂiceoftheDlstnctCouncﬂ. : . .

(2) A meeting of the District Councll shal] be called by ,

atleast 3 clear days' notice in writing.

3) Anoncemllmgameeungshallspécxf.ytﬁe'busmcss
itispurposedtobe  transacted at the meeting and contain
any resolutzon wlnch is intended to be tabled atthe meeting.

4 Where all the Counclllors of a District Council are
present at a_meeting they may wmve the requu'ement of

subpmsmphs (2)and(3)

5) A proceedmg. declsion'é'r, act of a District Council
shall not be invalid by reason only of the fact that the
requirement as to notlcc under this Schedule has not been
compllcd with, g

4, The quorum fora meetmg of the D:stnct Cmmczl
183, . .

5.(1) The Chanperson shall pres:dc ata meetmg of the

District Councn]

) .- Whm'e the Chnu'person is absent, the Counclllm's
shall elect one among them to preside at the meetmg.

6.(1). .Each Councillor shall have one vote in respect of
any matter requu'ed to be decided upon by the District Council

but in the event of an equality of votes the Councillor presiding

at the meeting shall have a sccond or casting vote.

Notice and
avenue of *

Conduct of
Meetings
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v 2)- ‘Questions arising at a meeting of the District
Counc:lshallbedecldedbyamajmtyofvotcs

(3) Unlﬁs the Councxllms ata mecnng of the District

' Councll otherwise decide, voting shall be by show of hands.

! (4). ' Unless the Councillors at a meeting otherwise

', decide, meetings of the District Council shall be held in

Minutes of
meeting ' -

pnvate

(5) Except as it is otherwise prowded in this Act, a
Distnct Councll shall regulate its own proceedings.

i (l) The District Cmmcﬁ shall convene in the begmnmg
of cvery year a publnc meetmg of residents at a place and time
by giving a notice in writing published at least in one daily

newspaper wldcly circulated in the district and such other .

method of communications as the District Council deems fit,

 and present in such meeting a report of its performance and

other activities of the previous year and giving the full details
ofplans and polxc:es forthe followingyear. -

" @" The pubhc meeting shall be pmided over by the
Chairperson

(3) The Dlsl.nct Adm:msu-ator and uther Councxllors
shall also attend the pubhc meetmg.

(4) Thc Dlstnct Councxl shall at least 7 days pnor to
the public meeting, forward to the Minster a copy of the notice -
of public meetmg together w1th a copy of the statement of
accounts.

‘8. (1) ‘A District Couricil shall keep a book containing the
minutes of its’ pmcccdmgs and a record ofits decisions, orders
and othér acts. ’
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(2) The minutes shall contain a list of the names of
Councillors present at the proceeding.

(3) . The book referred to in subparagraph (1) shall be
signed at the beginning and end of each meeting by the person
presiding at the meeting.

" (4) The book referred to in subparagraph (1) shall be

open for inspection by the Councillors and the Minister or any

personnominated by t.he Minister.

I certify that this is a correct copy of the Bill which was passed
by the NntlonalAssembly on4thAugnst, 2015.

o

Ms. Luisa Waye-Hwe
Assistant Clerk to the National Assembly
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